
There is just something wonderful 
about the slower pace of summer! 

Especially after a year filled with 
change and uncertainty, there is a 
unique feeling of relief that comes 
with the end of another school year, 
with students most certainly ready 
for a bit of a break. And while summer 
plans may look a little different this 
year, we hope that our parish’s Youth 
Ministry Program, or Youth Group, 
will still be on your list. Youth Group 
is a parish program designed to help 
our young people, both middle school 
and high school students, to grow in 
their faith in fun and engaging ways.

“Youth Group is a great way for 
young people to learn about their 
faith because the program allows 
students to see that our lives as 
Catholics are not supposed to be 
based on head knowledge only,” says 
Blane Schriock, our Director of Faith 
Formation. “It shows to young people 
that our relationship with Jesus in 
the Catholic faith is truly a living 
and breathing relationship that we 

choose to live out by the grace of 
God, every day.”

A bit different from typical Faith 
Formation during the year, Youth 
Group includes a variety of different 
activities, including games, faith-
based lessons, devotions, potential 
mission trips, and more. The program 
is tailored to the needs of young 
people, providing opportunities for 
engagement and hands-on learning.

“For many students, a life of 
faith seems kind of stagnant and 
repetitive,” Blane says. “Youth Group 
allows them to realize that a life of 
faith is vibrant, dynamic, alive, and 
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St. JudeWINDOW 9:
This is the ninth in a 12-part series 
on our stained glass windows in 
Ascension Catholic Church.

St. Jude is the patron saint of hope and impossible causes, and 
one of Jesus’ original twelve Apostles and an actual relative 

of Jesus. He preached the Gospel with great passion, often in 
the most difficult circumstances. Catholics invoke St. Jude 
when in desperate situations because his New Testament letter 
stresses that the faithful should persevere in the environment 
of harsh, difficult circumstances. Through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, he made profound differences in people’s lives as he 
offered them the Word of God. As the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church teaches us, “Hope is the theological virtue by which we 
desire the kingdom of heaven and eternal life as our happiness, 
placing our trust in Christ’s promises and relying not on our 
own strength, but on the help of the grace of the Holy Spirit... it 
keeps man from discouragement; it sustains him during times 
of abandonment” (1817-1818).

The boat at the bottom of the window symbolizes his travels 
throughout Judea, Samaria, Idumaea, Syria, Mesopotamia, and 
Libya, according to ancient writers. 

St. Jude died a martyr’s death for his unwavering 
faith. Martyrs are often depicted with their instrument of death 
and St. Jude is depicted with a club as it was believed he was 
beaten to death. This window was chosen for the universality and 
popularity of St. Jude.

Questions for reflection: 
When have I faced despair and hopelessness? To whom in 

my life can I offer hope and consolation? What areas of my life 
do I need to have patience with and hope for God’s grace?

Let us pray,“Most holy apostle, St. Jude, faithful servant 
and friend of Jesus, the Church honors and invokes you 
universally, as the patron of hopeless cases, of things almost 
despaired of. Pray for me, I am so helpless and alone. Make use 
I implore you, to bring visible and speedy help where help is 
almost despaired of. Come to my assistance in this great need 
that I may receive the consolation and help of heaven in all my 
necessities, tribulations, and sufferings, particularly – (pause 
for your request) —and that I may praise God with you and all 
the elect forever. Amen.”



As we celebrate the Feast of Pentecost on May 
23, which is one of the most significant events 

in the life of the Church, I can’t help but relate the 
outpouring of the gift of the Holy Spirit upon the 
first disciples as “the birth of stewardship.”

As a stewardship parish, we have come to 
understand it in our personal lives and our parish 
life as the work of the Holy Spirit, active and 
inspiring us to be the disciples Jesus called us to 
be, just as He did those very first disciples. It just 
makes sense to once again realize and acknowledge 
the work of the Holy Spirit in our decisions to be 
authentic disciples of Jesus Christ. 

As every parent knows, birth brings new life to 
every family, and the “birth of stewardship” here in 
our parish has brought new life to us, personally 
and communally, and continues to do so. We had a 
“Pentecost event” when the message of stewardship 
was first brought to our parish, and it hasn’t been 
the same since. Many curious people of our parish 
and from around the country ask the question, 
“How did all of this begin?” The only answer is, 
“moved by conversion, we knew stewardship was 
going to be the ‘plan’ for our future as disciples and 
as a parish.” It makes sense.

For some, like me, it took a conversion of sorts 
to move us from unbelievers to believers, and 
from fear or suspicion to courage and confidence 
in the values and ideals of stewardship. Reading 
the accounts of the Acts of the Apostles, it wasn’t 
much different for them. Their experience is our 
experience and continues to encourage us to be 
open to the Holy Spirit at work in our lives. That 

“Spirit” renews the “Pentecost event” in each of us, 
as we practice discipleship as we know it through 
the stewardship way of life.  

Also, as with each new birth, the life that begins 
needs to be nourished, nurtured and loved. Through 
our understanding of the four pillars of parish 
stewardship — hospitality, prayer, formation and 
service — we each are called to nourish, nurture 
and love our parish family with the gifts we bring 
to each other. And without ever really knowing 
how much of an impact we have on each other’s 
spiritual lives, we trust the Holy Spirit to continue 
the “good work of faithful stewardship” in each of 
us and to those around us. Isn’t that what the first 
Pentecost event started, and isn’t that what you 
see in our parish, especially since our own “birth 
of stewardship”?

God has blessed our parish family and continues 
to do so, as the Holy Spirit continues to pour out 
gifts upon us and send us forth to proclaim the 
Good News of Jesus Christ. As we grow and mature 
in our stewardship efforts, how fortunate we are 
that the stewardship way of life has become our 
way of life. May we always give thanks to God for 
the Holy Spirit’s gift to each of us — for, when 
we do, it seems only natural to be inspired to live 
discipleship as it was intended to be lived in the 
first disciples and in each of us.  

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Msgr. Jim Braaten 
Pastor
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As St. Therese of Lisieux once 
said, “The loveliest masterpiece 

of the heart of God is the heart of 
a mother.” In this month of May, 
we celebrate the masterpiece of 
motherhood. It’s a time when we 
celebrate Mary, our mother in 
heaven, and our earthly mothers, 
living and deceased. Here at 
Ascension, we want to celebrate the 
gift that mothers are to our parish. 
Mothers care for the domestic 
church, and we all know faith is 
taught and modeled in our homes. 
So, this month, we checked in with 
three parish mothers to hear their 
stories of motherhood. 

For longtime parishioner Karen 
Breitbach and her husband, Rod, 
family is everything. The couple’s 
three grown children and their 
spouses and families all live in 
Bismarck. They are also proud 
grandparents to six grandchildren. 

Karen gives thanks every day 
for the blessing of her family. 

“Being a mother and loving a 
child has always been important 
to me,” she says. “Motherhood 
has given me great joy over the 
years and the gift of grandchildren 
brings happiness to my heart.”

Karen takes her role as a 
family anchor seriously. Whether 
it’s with her immediate family or 
extended family, she works to 
bring everyone together. Also, 
she has always strived to be an 
example in prayer and to reflect 
and teach God’s love. She calls 
faith “a journey” — she and Rod 
laid the groundwork of faith 

within their own family through 
the sacraments and modeling 
the Catholic faith in their words 
and actions. 

“The church teaches our 
children to serve others, pray and 
love one another as a community, 
and this outpouring of faith makes 
the world a better place,” Karen 
says. “I see our children do this 
every day in their professions and 
am so proud of them. We set an 
example as parents and they see 
the love of God through our eyes.”

Karen also believes in the 
importance and graces of praying 
the Rosary. It was modeled to her 
by her mother and grandmother. 
Rod’s mother, Detta, has made 
more than 30,000 rosaries that 

can be found all over the world. 
“Our big Catholic family 

knows the spiritual importance 
of the Rosary and the power of 
Grandma Detta’s beads,” Karen 
says. “Teaching our children to 
pray the Rosary is to know the 
life and mission of Jesus.”

Aprille Luger and her husband, 
Matthew, are just getting started 
on their parenting journey with 
2-year-old Madeline and a new 
baby girl in June. Motherhood has 
always felt like a calling to Aprille, 
and she feels so blessed to be 
living her vocation of marriage and 
motherhood. 

“Being a mother has changed 
me,” she says. “Dying to self is 
not an easy process, but the 
result, growing in holiness, is 
very beautiful.”

Having entered into the 
Catholic faith about six years 
ago, Aprille says what really drove 
her conversion was “ordinary, 
devoted Catholic people living 
their lives with such peace and 
joy, showing true kindness and 
Jesus-like compassion towards 
others.” For Aprille, St. Teresa 
of Calcutta’s quote, “do ordinary 
things with extraordinary love,” 
serves as a motto.

Aprille loves raising Madeline 
in the faith. She believes her 
children are a gift from God and 
she is instructed to raise them in 
the Catholic faith so they know 
Jesus and, hopefully, become 
saints. She also wants to continue 
to teach respect and love for Mary. 

Aprille Luger with her husband, 
Matthew, and daughter, Madeline

continued on page 5

PARISH MOTHERS
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 Saturday, May 1 — First Holy Communion at 5 p.m. Mass
 
 Friday, May 7 — Confirmation at 7 p.m.
 
 Monday, May 10 — Parish Leader’s Meeting at 6:30 p.m.
 
 Sunday, May 16 — High School Senior Recognition at 11 a.m. Mass
 
 Sunday, May 16 — Ascension Feast Day Celebration! Living Rosary at 

3:30 p.m., concert at 4 p.m., followed by a free meal and BINGO!

 Wednesday, May 19 — Youth Group Core Team meeting at 6:00 p.m.

Upcoming Events

Find Joy
In fact, Mary is her Confirmation saint from the Rite 
of Christian Initiation of Adults process.

Katie Wald, too, has always felt called to be a 
mother. She enjoys raising her daughters, Zander, 
11, and Paisley, 9, in the faith. Katie is grateful to 
her own mom for being an example and a support 
for her. And, being a part of the Ascension family is 
important to Katie. 

“I want my girls to know that there is always a 
place that they can go and people they can turn to no 
matter what happens in life,” she says. “God will be 
there for them, and there will be an army of people 
standing with them.”

Devotion to Mary is also important to Katie’s faith 
life, as our Blessed Mother serves as a model of true 
motherhood. It’s a model that Katie strives to follow 
and emulate in her own life as a mother. She enjoys 
watching her girls learn and grow, every step of the 
way. 

“It’s amazing to see your kids learn and love,” 
she says. “It’s amazing to be a part of someone’s 
foundation.”

Katie makes prayer, compassion, and forgiveness 
a part of everyday life. She knows these are important 
concepts as her girls grow. 

In this month of Mary, we say “thank you” and 
“God bless” to all parish mothers near and far! Mary, 
our Mother, pray for us!

Karen Breitbach with her husband, children 
and their spouses, and grandchildren

In RAISING their Children
and Following Mary’s Example
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If you visit Gordon and MaryJo Jangula’s home, 
you may conclude that they have the following 

Scripture written on their hearts — “Jesus said, 
‘Let the children come to me, and do not prevent 
them; for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as 
these’” (Matthew 19:14).

“We have been doing foster care since 2003, 
and we have cared for over 250 children,” MaryJo 
says. “We take them in until they can go up for 
adoption or live with family members. They stay 
with us anywhere from one day to three years.”

As foster parents, MaryJo and Gordon have 
dealt with many troubling situations, which has 
made them rely on the grace of God profoundly.

“We have seen many sad things over the years, 
such as older children who didn’t even know how 
to use a fork, and children who are 4 years old who 
have never been in a car seat before,” MaryJo says. 
“We once had an 8-year-old who had been serving 
as the main caregiver for a 7-month-old. A lot of 
our foster children come from very distraught life 
situations, so we really need to work with them 
and reach out to them. Simple things like bathing, 
having manners, and eating properly doesn’t come 
naturally to them.”

Despite the hardships they face, however, 
Gordon and MaryJo see God’s hand guiding them 
all along the way. 

“We both came from large Catholic families, so 
we are familiar with the busyness and chaos of 
family life,” MaryJo says. “We are both very giving 
people and we feel that foster care is something 
God is calling us to do. It is probably the hardest 
thing we have ever done in our lives, but God gives 
us the strength, even though it can be frustrating 
on our part. We accept that it is God’s will for us 
to provide for them the best we can until they leave 
our family.”

During the time that they stay with the Jangulas, 
the foster children often experience God’s mercy in 
a beautiful way.  

“We try to show each child the love of God, and 
we bring them to church with us,” MaryJo says. 

“For many of them, it is the first time they have ever 
gone to Mass before. In fact, when they stay with 
us, they often experience many ‘firsts,’ such as 
going camping, roasting marshmallows, traveling 
in a vehicle, or riding a bike — the kind of things 
most of us take for granted. We enjoy showing them 
what family life can be.”

However, the joy of Our Lord continues to fill 
their hearts as they pursue His will.

“We have had some happy endings too,” MaryJo 
says. “We had a baby that we cried over for months 
and we still keep in touch with her! There is 
something inside of you that reminds you it is not 
about you — it is about the children.”

Ultimately, being foster parents has been a 
wonderful means to fulfill the stewardship vision. 

“Foster parenting is a way for us to give back to 
God for all He has given us,” MaryJo says. 

Gordon and MaryJo have four children of their 
own as well — two of which they adopted through 
foster care. As a family, they deeply appreciate 
being integral members of our parish community. 
They both enjoy serving at Knights of Columbus 
dinners and events, as well as helping out with the 
Christmas Eve dinner. 

“We have a lot of good friends at Ascension 
Parish, and it is like a family to us,” MaryJo says.

Jangula Family: 
Meet the 

Guided by God’s Hand and 
 Bringing Children to Jesus

 The Jangula family
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March was another busy month for 
me and the seminary as a whole. 

Midterms started in the middle of 
March, so most of our time was spent 
studying for them and working on 
papers. However, we were able to get 
outside and play sports as the weather 
got warmer. Because of COVID, many 
things in the seminary were canceled 
or limited — one of these things was 
guest nights. Guest nights are nights 
when seminarians can invite a guest or guests 
into the seminary for dinner. Along with other 
events, guest nights were reinstated in the 
seminary. Things are slowly starting to normalize 
in the seminary.

The second weekend of March was a free 
weekend for the seminary. On that Saturday, 
another seminarian and I went to the Shenandoah 
National Park for a hike. The hike took us about 
seven hours, but it was very beautiful. There were 
many waterfalls and it ended with a great view of 
the setting sun. That next week was filled with a 
lot of festivities because it was the feast days of 
Sts. Patrick and Joseph. We had a party for St. 

Patrick’s feast day. Some seminarians 
made us shamrock shakes and others 
sang sea shanties.

The next weekend we had a weekend 
of recollection. We were silent from 
Friday evening to Sunday morning. A 
priest from another seminary came 
to talk for the retreat. His talks were 
very fitting for Lent and the upcoming 
passion and resurrection of Christ. 
That Sunday, a seminarian invited 

the seminary to his parents’ house, where they 
roasted a whole pig for us to eat. It was a very 
joyous weekend for all of us! The feast of the 
Annunciation was a special feast for me and some 
other seminarians, as we consecrated ourselves to 
Jesus through Mary on that feast day, following 
a 33-day preparation by St. Louis de Montfort. It 
was crazy to feel how fast March went and how 
fast the Easter season was upon us.

Thank you all for praying for me and my brother 
seminarians! Please continue to pray for me as I 
finish the semester and prepare to come home for 
the summer. My prayers are for you all as well. 
God bless!

Getting Back to Favorite Activities and Anticipating 
the Easter Season  | By JOE SCHON, Seminarian

Ascension’s Youth Ministry Program   continued from front cover

is the greatest adventure that the human heart 
could ever embark upon.”

For Blane, the heart of Youth Group is 
creating an environment that invites young 
people to come to know God and be given the 
tools to deepen their relationship with Him.

“The main goals for Youth Group this year, 
what I hope the youth will take away from it, is 
that they are called to not only have a relationship 
with God, but are always called to grow closer 
to God by deepening their relationship with Him 
and one another,” Blane says. 

Volunteers are needed to help in a variety of 
different roles during Youth Group events. Blane 
hopes that parishioners will consider how they 
can use their unique gifts to share their faith and 
serve the young people of the parish, knowing 
that their own faith will be enriched, as well. 

“Whatever your gifts and talents may be, 
there is always a place for anyone to volunteer 
with Youth Group,” Blane says. 

Blane encourages parents to give their 
middle and high school students the gift of 
support in faith, through opportunities like our 
new Youth Ministry Program. In a world with so 
much upheaval, there is inestimable value to 
helping children know the one who holds it all 
in His hands.

“Giving our young people a foundation of faith 
is so important especially in times when so much 
of life is uncertain, because it shows our youth 
that we always have a cause for hope,” Blane 
says. “If we look around at our world today, we 
see a society and culture that is filled with worry, 
despair, and a lack of hope — all of which sucks 
the joy out of our hearts. A foundation of faith 
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allows young people to see that there is a cause 
for hope and that their lives can still be joyful 
through both the good times and the bad.”

Both students and adults alike can volunteer to 
coordinate various aspects of the program, such as 
leading groups of students, arranging and assisting 
with activities, planning events, giving input, etc. 
Those who wish to volunteer should attend the first 
“Youth Group Core Team” meeting on Wednesday, 
May 19, at 6 p.m. in the Parish offices. Youth Group 
nights for both middle school (6-8) and high school 
(9-12) students in the summer of 2021 will be held 
on alternating Wednesdays. The first high school 

Youth Group night will be held on Wednesday, June 
2, from 6 p.m.-9 p.m. The first middle school Youth 
Group night will be held on Wednesday, June 9, 
from 6 p.m.-9 p.m.

If you would like more information and 
updates on our new Youth Ministry Program 

at Ascension, or if you would like to volunteer, 
please contact Director of Faith Formation 

Blane Schriock at 701-258-5692 or 
bschriock@ascensionbismarck.org.
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